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METROPOLITAN LAWN TENNIS ASSOCIATION INC. CONSTITUTION

Valid August 2009

1.
NAME:

The name of the Association shall be "THE METROPOLITAN LAWN TENNIS ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED".

2.
OBJECTS:

The principal object of the Association shall be to provide a programme of matches for teams possessing at least one suitable grass or synthetic grass tennis court, and the Association shall have power to do all such acts or things as shall be necessary or desirable to assist or enable it to carry out its principal object.

3.
MEMBERSHIP:

3.1
The Association shall consist of tennis clubs which are accepted in each year by the Executive Committee for membership upon application and any persons designated as Life Members pursuant to clause 28 hereof. Subject to clause 3.4 member clubs shall retain membership of the Association upon payment of such affiliation fees as may be due each year with respect to registration of its Association teams.

3.2 
Such fees shall be due and payable on the last day of November in each year or on the expiration of 30 days after the Association shall have forwarded an advice in writing of the fees so payable to a representative of the relevant club, whichever shall be the later date.

3.3
Where the total fees due and payable by any club are not paid to the Association by the due date ascertained in accordance with clause 3.2 hereof that club shall be liable to pay to the Association in addition to such fees and as and for a later payment penalty an amount equal to 25% of the fees unpaid on the due date or such lesser amount as may be fixed by the Executive Committee in the special circumstances of any particular case.

3.4
It shall be competent for the Executive Committee to withdraw any acceptance of a club where that club fails to satisfy or comply with this Constitution or any Rules made hereunder in any respect and that club shall forthwith cease to be a member of the Association.

4.
MANAGEMENT:

4.1
Subject to clause 4.1.2 hereof the Association shall be managed by the Executive Committee which shall consist of not less than five nor more than eight members. These shall normally include the President, Vice‑President, Secretary, Treasurer and Recording Secretary, provided that any of these offices may be combined and undertaken by a single member.

4.1.1 
Elections to the Executive Committee

All elections shall take place at the Annual General Meeting.

All nominations must be in writing and in the hands of the Secretary seven (7) days prior to the Annual General Meeting PROVIDED THAT if an insufficient number of such nominations has been received nominations may be taken at the Annual General Meeting.

All Members of the Executive Committee shall hold office from the Annual General Meeting of his/her election or the date of his/her appointment until the next succeeding Annual General Meeting of the Association or until his/her earlier resignation or removal by a Special General Meeting of the Association.

4.1.2
The Executive Committee shall have the right to fill any casual vacancy which may occur in the Executive Committee and it may appoint additional members to the Executive Committee at any time during a year if it deems such action to be necessary or desirable.

4.1.3 The Chairperson shall have a deliberative as well as a casting vote at meetings of the Executive Committee.

4.1.4
The quorum for meetings of the Executive Committee shall be the greater of three members or one half of the members for the time being.

4.2
The functions of the Executive Committee shall include:

4.2.1
Preparation and supervision of the programme of matches;

4.2.2
Interpretation and enforcement of this Constitution and any Rules made hereunder;

4.2.3
Hearing and determining any disputes which may arise from time to time in connection with any matches, this Constitution, any Rules made hereunder, or the affairs of the Association;

4.2.4
Approving or otherwise of applications for membership of the Association;

4.2.5
Convening club delegates for Special General Meetings if requested pursuant to clause 6.1 hereof or otherwise as the Executive Committee may think necessary or desirable;

4.2.6
Appointing of a match committee of not less than three members and other sub‑committees and co‑opting of other members as may be necessary or desirable;

4.2.7
Maintaining an account on behalf of the Association with a suitable bank or other financial institution.

5. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
5.1
The Annual General Meeting of the Association shall be held on a date to be fixed by the Executive Committee, to be before mid August each year. The Secretary shall notify all member clubs of the date and location of such meeting not less than 21 days prior thereto.

5.2
Any bona fide member of a member club shall be eligible to attend the Annual General Meeting but voting on all matters shall be restricted to not more than two delegates from each club.

5.3
The Chairperson of the Annual General Meeting shall have a casting vote provided he/she is not a delegate of a member club.

5.4
At all Annual General Meetings of the Association a quorum shall be equal to 30% of those persons eligible to vote according to the membership of the Association for the year immediately preceding such meeting. In the event of a quorum not being present the Chairperson shall adjourn the meeting to a date to be fixed.

6. SPECIAL GENERAL MEETINGS:

6.1
The Secretary of the Association shall, upon request by 2 or more clubs, convene a Special General Meeting of the Association. Such request must be in writing, and state clearly the objectives of the proposed meeting, and shall be signed by the secretary of each of such clubs. The Secretary shall notify all member clubs of the date and location of the meeting within 14 days of receiving the request and the date of the meeting shall be not less than 14 days after such notification.

6.2
The provisions of this Constitution pertaining to the conduct of and quorum and voting at Annual General Meetings shall apply to such Special General Meetings except that membership shall be determined as at the date of the meeting rather than the immediately preceding year.

7.
DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY:

The Secretary shall:

7.1
Keep a true record of minutes of all meetings;

7.2
Attend to Association correspondence;

7.3
Issue notices of meetings;

7.4
Keep records; and

7.5
Perform such other secretarial duties as may from time to time be directed by the Executive Committee.

8.
DUTIES OF THE TREASURER:

The Treasurer shall:

8.1
Receive all moneys payable to the Association and give receipts for same;

8.2
Pay all moneys so received into the account or accounts of the Association;

8.3
Present at each Annual General Meeting a balance of the finances of the Association and a proposed budget for the ensuing financial year;

8.4
Keep proper books of account of all moneys received and disbursed; and

8.5
Perform such other related duties as may from time to time be directed by the Executive Committee.

9.
DUTIES OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY:

The Recording Secretary shall:

9.1
Record the results of all matches scheduled as part of the Association's programme of matches;

9.2
Keep a currently up‑to‑date premiership table for all divisions which shall be circularised to all member clubs as directed by the Executive Committee;

9.3
Maintain a register of players;

9.4
Draw to the attention of the Match Committee any or any possible contravention of the Rules of the Association;  and

9.5
Perform such other related duties as may from time to time be directed by the Executive Committee.

10.
PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICER:

The Executive Committee may if it thinks it necessary or desirable appoint a person to act as a public relations officer to establish and maintain effective communication between the Association and the public, players, sponsors and/or such other persons as may be beneficial to the interests of the Association.

11.
AUDITOR:

An Auditor of the Association shall be appointed for the year at each Annual General Meeting and he/she shall have access to the books and vouchers of the Association kept by the Treasurer at any time, and shall, before the next succeeding Annual General Meeting, audit the books and vouchers, and report on the same at such meeting.

12. FINANCIAL LOSS:

Any losses of the Association shall be borne by the member clubs.  Each such club shall be bound to contribute a sum towards making good any deficiency of the Association in proportion to the number of teams registered by it.

13. REGISTRATION OF PLAYERS:
13.1
Players listed on the score card for a match automatically become registered players of the Association for that season, provided that they are bona fide members of their member club. This includes gift members, honorary members and life members.

13.2
Once a player has played five programmed matches in the State’s Elite League level in the season they are ineligible to compete for a member club in any match programmed by the Association in that season. Should any player be found to have breached this clause the Executive Committee shall exercise its power to:


  
13.2.1   nullify all sets played by such player; and

13.2.2
take such disciplinary action as it deems necessary,

PROVIDED THAT, a player may be exempted from the application of this clause or any one or more of its consequences at the discretion of the Executive Committee.

14.
MATCH PROCEDURE:

14.1
All programmed matches shall be played in accordance with the laws of Lawn Tennis, as adopted by the Lawn Tennis Association of Australia, except as altered herein, or as promulgated by the Executive Committee pursuant to clause 26 hereof.

14.2
Each captain shall, prior to the commencement of a match, furnish the captain of the opposing team with a score card completed with all singles and doubles players listed and shall play the singles and doubles in order of merit. Should a captain know that he/she will not have a full team he/she shall disclose that fact to the opposing team captain who shall be entitled to claim forfeits in the relevant singles and doubles matches. Any such forfeiting must commence with the fourth single and second or lowest ranking double and proceed in ascending order.

14.3
In every programmed match not more than six (6) men or six (6) women shall represent each team in men’s and women’s divisions, this includes singles matches.  No one player shall compete in more than one singles rubber and no one player shall compete in more than one doubles rubber.

14.4
Singles shall be played first, and after commencement play is to be continuous.

14.5
Notwithstanding this clause 14, the following match rules shall apply to Doubles Only matches:

14.5.1
In every programmed match teams shall comprise five (5) men or five (5) women in men’s and women’s divisions respectively.

14.5.2
The players in each team are to be ranked in order of merit and shall play with each member of their team against the corresponding ranked players in the opposing team. 

15.
STARTING TIME:

Unless there has been some prior arrangement between the captains and/or Club Secretaries, the first and second singles or the highest ranking double in the case of Doubles Only Divisions shall commence playing at the scheduled time (as stated in the Match Rules) on the programmed day at which time captains (or their deputies) must exchange complete team lists as required by clause 14.2 hereof.

16.
FORFEITS: 

16.1 A team finding it necessary to forfeit an entire match shall notify the team to which it is forfeiting as early as possible prior to the match.  The team receiving a forfeit shall, subject to compliance with clause 16.2 hereof, be credited with 6 rubbers, 12 sets and 10 premiership points in Men's Division One, 6 sets and 10 premiership points in Doubles Only Divisions and 12 sets and 16 premiership points in all other divisions. A team so giving a forfeit shall , in the absence of providing a reasonable written explanation to the Recording Secretary prior to 6pm on the Tuesday following the match, lose two premiership points.


16.1a
Where a team gives a forfeit the club, in the absence of providing a reasonable written explanation to the Recording Secretary prior to 6pm on the Tuesday following the match, will pay $25, payable to The Metropolitan Lawn Tennis Association within 30 days of forfeiting.

16.2
Any team receiving or claiming a forfeit of an entire match must forward an appropriately completed score card in the usual way to the receiver of score-cards. 

16.2a
Subject to clauses 14.2, 15 and 16.6 hereof, any team not able to commence two singles or one double in the case of Doubles Only Divisions within 15 minutes of the scheduled starting time shall be liable to forfeit those singles or doubles matches not commenced by this time.

16.3
Subject to clauses 14.2, 15 and 16.6 hereof, any team not able to commence two singles or one double in the case of Doubles Only Divisions within half an hour of the scheduled starting time shall be liable to forfeit the entire match if such forfeit shall be claimed by the captain of the opposing team.

16.4
Play is to be continuous, in that play shall be taking place on any one of the allocated courts throughout a programmed match.

16.5
Subject to clause 16.6 hereof, if a listed player is able to commence his/her match within five (5) minutes of the completion of the previous match this shall not be deemed to constitute a breach of clause 16.4 hereof, but if he/she is unable to do so, he/she is liable to forfeit his/her sets.

16.6
The Executive Committee shall have the power to exempt a team or a player wholly or in part from the application of clauses 16.2A, 16.3 or 16.5 hereof (as the case may be) if in the opinion of the Executive Committee the particular circumstances justify such exemption and (if it should be necessary or desirable) the Executive Committee may in such a case determine that the relevant match or all or any sets be rescheduled to be played on such date as it thinks fit.

16.7
If an opposition player disputes the application of a forfeit his/her sets shall be played and the dispute details forwarded to the Secretary for determination by the Executive Committee in accordance with the terms of clause 23 hereof.

16.8
It shall not be competent for a team to dispute the granting of a forfeit against it if the relevant scorecard has acknowledged such forfeit and been signed by the team captain or his/her deputy.

17.
MAJOR ROUND MATCHES:

17.1 Subject to sub‑clause 17.3 hereof, to be eligible to play in any final round match of the Association a player must have played in no less than 5 minor round matches of which 5 matches must have been played in the same division or lower divisions than the division for which the player nominates for any finals round match.  A player who has played 5 or more matches in a higher division is not eligible for a lower division without the permission of the Match Committee.  State Elite League players remain subject to the requirements of sub‑clause 13.2 hereof.  For the purposes of this sub‑clause, "played in" includes where a minor round is subsequently cancelled due to weather and a player is recorded on a completed score card, signed by both Captains, which is handed to the receiver of score cards as required in this Constitution.
17.2 Nominations of teams for each final round match must be in writing and in the hands of the Recording Secretary on the Thursday preceding the programmed date of the match.  Doubles combinations and singles players are to be listed in order of merit and the provisions hereof relating to the conduct of minor round matches shall apply to the extent that the same are not inappropriate. Players in the major rounds are to be played in order of their position of merit in the team as played in the previous three minor round matches prior to the commencement of the major round. Such positions are to remain fixed for these last three minor round matches – unless injury or similar requires any replacement players.

17.3 In exceptional circumstances, the Match Committee may grant a permit to an approved player, being a bona fide member of the member club, to fill a vacancy in a team for a final round match. Such player, as far as can be determined, shall not be of a higher standard than the player whose place is to be filled.

17.4 A player may qualify for both the Doubles and Singles/Doubles competitions during the season; 



however that player may play for only one of these in the major round matches.

17.5
The number of matches to qualify for finals may, at the discretion of the Match Committee, be reduced to compensate for reduction of rounds played due to weather cancellations and or Divisions with a bye.

18.
WEATHER AND INTERRUPTED MATCHES:

18.1
In the event of extreme weather (including but not limited to rain or excessive heat) a recorded phone message on the Weather Phone nominated by the Executive Committee and on the Metropolitan Lawn Tennis Association web page will be updated between 11:00am and 12:00noon advising that no matches will be played and the round officially cancelled. Should the weather forecast broadcast by the Radio Station nominated by the Executive Committee at 9.00 am on the Saturday morning in question include a temperature of 37 degrees Celsius or more, then the Executive Committee shall cancel that days round of matches in the manner set out above. If the said forecast includes a temperature of less than 37 degrees Celsius then the Executive Committee may so cancel the said round in the manner set out above. If the round is not officially cancelled as mentioned above and the receiver of score cards receives by the Wednesday following the programmed day of matches less than 50% of score cards representing completed matches for a division, then the Executive Committee shall cancel that division's round of matches. Notice of that cancellation shall be given to each club's secretary or other club representative not later than 12.00noon on the Thursday following the Saturday of the cancelled round. In respect of the last three minor rounds and any major round the Executive Committee shall have an unfettered discretion as to if and by when a round of matches interrupted by rain is to be completed or may be cancelled.

18.1a
Where a round has been cancelled by the Association for whatever reason, players may not be nominated as playing in that match UNLESS the card sent to the Receiver of Scorecards has been signed by both captains, verifying that the nominated players were present at the match venue.

18.2
If a programmed match venue is declared unfit for play by the appropriate authority responsible for such venue and the round has not been officially cancelled under clause 18.1 hereof, it is the responsibility of the home team captain to notify the opposing team captain or deputy of such cancellation. In the absence of such advice, players must be present on time.

18.3
Every match commenced must be played to the finish on the programmed day unless otherwise mutually agreed by the captains concerned.

18.4
Playing of postponed or interrupted matches must be arranged by the relevant captains within seven (7) days of the scheduled match. Such matches must be completed within two (2) weekends of the scheduled date, so that the match is concluded within 15 days of that scheduled date. If a date cannot be arranged, both captains must notify the Recording Secretary within seven (7) days of the postponed or interrupted match and a date for play will be fixed by the Recording Secretary, whose discretion as to such date shall not be restricted by the foregoing provisions of this clause 18.4.

18.5
Subject to clause 18.6 hereof the playing of interrupted matches shall be resumed at the exact score at which the match stood at the time of interruption.  Players in each team must be the same as at the start of the match except in the case of matches that were not commenced in any way. For the purpose of this sub‑clause, the word "matches" shall be deemed to mean matches in the sense of any one singles or doubles match.

18.6
Playing of postponed matches or interrupted matches in the last two minor rounds must be arranged by the relevant captains in consultation with host clubs where applicable and completed by the Wednesday prior to the commencement of the major round. Playing of postponed matches or interrupted matches in one or more of the major rounds must be arranged by the relevant captains in consultation with host clubs where applicable and completed by the Wednesday following the Saturday match.  On completion of matches all captains must immediately inform the Recording Secretary of the result and post the score cards in the usual manner.

19.
BALLS:

The home team shall provide four (4) new tennis balls for each match of a type approved by the Lawn Tennis Association of Australia.

20.
TEAM RESULTS:

20.1
A detailed result of each programmed match, in writing and signed by both captains, shall be forwarded by each team to be in the hands of the receiver of scorecards on the Tuesday following the match. A team receiving or claiming a forfeit shall submit a listing of its team for the forfeited match by this date.

20.2
Any team which fails to comply with clause 20.1 hereof shall be liable to lose any or all of the premiership points to which it may be entitled as a result of the relevant match PROVIDED THAT the Executive Committee may in the special circumstances of any particular case exempt a team from the operation of this clause 20.2.

20.3
In the event of a contrived result, or an allegation of a contrived result being made, the Executive Committee shall at its discretion, hear such evidence and impose such penalties as it sees fit. Further, where a contrived result has been proved the Executive Committee may order that the match be replayed. Such allegations must comply with the requirements of clause 23.

21.
ORDER OF PLAY:

21.1
Players must be played in order of merit in all teams at all times. The Executive Committee shall have the power to disapprove the order of ranking within any team and within any club and to adjust match results accordingly in such manner as it thinks fit.

21.2
No player may move more than one position up or down within a team or more than one position up or down from one team to another in any two of his/her consecutive matches for reasons other than the legitimate absence of one or more regular players without the prior approval of the Executive Committee.

21.3
Teams may be promoted or relegated within the Association competition at the discretion of the Executive Committee.

21.4
A regular player from a higher division cannot play in a lower division when that player's team, for any reason, has no match, except with the prior consent of the Executive Committee.

21.5
Teams shall so far as is practicable comprise players nominated in respect of that team at the commencement of the relevant season.

22.
INTERCHANGE OF PLAYERS/CLUBS:

22.1 No player shall play for two different clubs in the Association in the same season without the prior approval of the Executive Committee.

22.2 No player shall play for more than one team in any round of programmed Association matches.

23. 
DISPUTES:

23.1 All disputes referred to the Association must be detailed in writing and in duplicate, signed by an official of the relevant club, and in the hands of the Recording Secretary within three days of the events giving rise to such dispute. The Recording Secretary shall forward to the secretary of the other club a copy of the details of the dispute at least three days prior to the meeting at which the dispute is to be considered.

23.2
The decision arrived at by the Executive Committee shall be forwarded to the club secretary as soon as practicable after such decision has been reached.

24.
SCORING IN MINOR AND MAJOR ROUND MATCHES:

24.1
Subject to the provisions of clauses 20.2 and 27 hereof and to the following proviso, each team shall be awarded 4 premiership points for a winning match and 2 points for a draw as well as 1 premiership point for each winning rubber (set in the case of Doubles competition)  PROVIDED THAT such team is representative of a club which is not in default of payment as described in clause 3 hereof. 

24.2
Subject to clause 24.4 hereof, the team scoring the greatest number of points in the minor round of each division shall be minor premiers of that division.

24.3 Subject to clause 24.4 hereof, the four teams securing the highest number of points in each division shall play off in the major round. In the semi-finals the Minor Premiers will have the option of hosting a home final on lawn courts of a standard approved by the Match Committee. If the team declines, the decision shall rest with the Match Committee.

(a) The team finishing 1st plays the team finishing 2nd;

(b) the team finishing 3rd plays the team finishing 4th; 

(c) the loser of (a) plays the winner of (b); and

(d) the winner of (c) plays the winner of (a) in a grand final. The grand final venue will be at the discretion of the Match Committee.

24.4 If at the end of the minor round any two or more teams have an equal number of premiership points but have played a different number of matches, then premiership table positions will be determined by the best win/loss ratio of each team, determined by the number of matches played and won; in the event of a tie, the calculation shall be on rubbers played and won; if necessary then to sets and then to games played and won.


Where points are equal between teams having played the same number of matches, then premiership table positions will be determined by the best win/loss ratio: if there is a further tie, most rubbers won; if a further tie by sets and then by games.


In the event of a further tie the Executive Committee has the power to take any necessary action to separate the teams involved including scheduling a match to be completed before the following Saturday afternoon when the major round would commence.

25. ALTERATIONS:

25.1
This Constitution shall not be altered or repealed except at an Annual General Meeting, or a Special General Meeting called for the purpose of which 21 days' notice, setting out the proposed amendments, has been given.

25.2
Any proposed amendments or additions must be in the hands of the Association Secretary, signed by the secretary of at least two member clubs, at least 28 days prior to the Annual General Meeting or Special General Meeting.

26.
RULES:

26.1
The Executive Committee may establish Rules pertaining to the conduct of the Association's programme and matches and amend such Rules from time to time PROVIDED THAT:

26.1.1
such Rules shall not be inconsistent with the Constitution; and
26.1.2
such Rules and any amendment thereto are promulgated to member clubs.

26.2
Any Rules which are inconsistent with the terms of this Constitution shall be effective except to the extent of such inconsistency.

26.3 It shall be sufficient promulgation of any Rule or amended Rule for the purpose of clause 26.1.2 hereof for the same to be expressly included in the Association's printed match programme for the relevant year; 

all member clubs and their members and team representatives shall be deemed to have notice of any Rule or amended Rule promulgated in this manner.

26.4
Subject to clause 26.2 hereof, Rules established in accordance with this clause 26 shall have force as if the same were expressly embodied in this Constitution.

27.
DISCIPLINARY ACTION:

Where any player or team acts in contravention of, or fails to act in accordance with, this Constitution, the captain of the opposing team may report the matter in accordance with the terms of Rule 23 hereof to the Executive Committee, which shall take such action as it thinks warranted in the circumstances, including but not limited to the forfeiting of matches and/or sets and/or the loss of premiership points.

28.
LIFE MEMBERS:

It shall be competent for the Association at an Annual General Meeting to resolve that any person who may be recommended by the Executive Committee shall be designated as a Life Member of the Association in recognition of that person's contribution or special services to the Association; such person shall there after be entitled to such concessions and benefits connected with activities of the Association as may from time to time be bestowed by the Executive Committee upon Life Members.

29. INTERPRETATION:

For the purposes of this Constitution:

29.1
the "Association" means The Metropolitan Lawn Tennis Association Incorporated;
29.2
"member club” means a club which has been accepted for membership by the Executive Committee and which is not in default of payment of any affiliation fees or late payment penalty as referred to in clause 3 hereof;


29.3
an "official" of a club means a secretary or other member of the executive or management committee of that club; and
29.4 no regard shall be had to headings in the interpretation of the provisions herein.

30.
INDEMNITY:

The members of the Executive Committee and other officers of the Association and their respective executors and administrators shall be indemnified by the tennis clubs which are accepted in each year by the Executive Committee for membership of the Association (but excluding life members) from and against all charges, costs, losses, damages and expenses which they or any of them shall or may incur or sustain in or about the execution of their respective offices or in or about any contracts or agreements made by them for or on behalf of the Association except such charges or expenses as shall be incurred or sustained by or through their own wilful default.  

None of the said Committee or officers shall be answerable for the others of them nor for joining in any receipt for the sake of conformity only, nor for any banker, broker or other person with whom any monies or effects belonging to the Association shall or may be lodged for safe custody, sale, investment or otherwise nor for the insufficiency of any security on which any monies belonging to the Association may be placed out or invested nor for any other misfortune, loss or damage which may happen in the execution of their respective offices, or in any way in relation thereto, excepting where the same shall happen by or through their own wilful default respectively. 

No member of the Committee or officer of the Association shall be liable to repay any money which was not personally received and misappropriated. 

31.
INSURANCE
The Executive Committee shall be responsible to effect each and ever year, renewable at and from each Annual General Meeting, a policy of insurance which in the reasonable opinion of the Executive Committee adequately covers the risks from time to time to which the Committee and/or the Association's other offices are or may be exposed during the term of committeeship or office.

As passed at 1995 AGM and as amended at the 1996, 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2003, 2004, 2006, 2007, 2009 AGM's.

METROPOLITAN LAWN TENNIS ASSOCIATION INC.

Match rules

Starting time.  

The scheduled starting time shall be 1pm.

Singles

1
The first, second, third and fourth singles shall play the corresponding player of the opposing team in a match of the best of two six-game tiebreak sets with a super tie-break* if required at one set all.

2 In the case of Men’s Division One and Women’s Division One, the first, second, third and fourth singles shall play the corresponding player of the opposing team in a match of the best of three six-game tiebreak sets.  

Doubles

3 The first and second doubles shall play the corresponding doubles of the opposing team in a match of the best of two six-game tie-break sets with a super tie-break*, if required, at one set all.

4 In the case of Men’s Division One the first and second doubles shall play the corresponding doubles of the opposing team in a match of the best of three six-game tie-break sets.

*   Super tie break. First player to 10 points with a 2 point margin, or a 2 point margin after 9 all. 


This tie break will count as a 7-6 set when counting premiership points.

Premiership points

5 Subject to the provisions of clauses 20.2 and 27 hereof and to the following proviso, each team shall be awarded four premiership points for a winning match and two points for a draw as well as one premiership point for each winning rubber provided that such team is representative of a club which is not in default of payments as described in clause 3 hereof.

6 Where points are equal between teams having played the same number of matches, then premiership table positions will be determined by the most rubbers won and in the event of a tie the most sets won and in the further event of a tie the most games won. A super tie-break shall count as a set.

6a.If at the end of the minor round, teams have played a different number of matches, then premiership table positions will be decided by the best win/loss ratio of each team, determined by the percentage of the number of matches played and won, and if necessary by rubbers played and won, then by sets and if necessary by games.

Interchange of players 

7 Where two or more teams of the same club are playing in one division, a player having played four matches in one team cannot play in another team; there shall be no changes after the end of January.

Club licences

8.
Since clubs have restricted licences, alcohol is to be consumed in accordance within their licences or policies.

August 2007
